Handwriting 
[image: See the source image][image: ]At Holley Park, we develop our handwriting by using two different schemes. Initially, we use Little Wandle: Letters and Sounds Revised in EYFS and Year 1 to help children develop their basic letter formation. From Year 2 onwards, we use the Letter-join scheme. This supports children to produce fluent cursive handwriting by the time they finish Year 6. We support this journey through the use of explicit modelling and daily opportunities for children to practise. 
Although this progression document is organised into age-related content, we fully recognise that some children will require adaptations to this progression to ensure their individual needs are met.
EYFS
Opportunities to develop handwriting:
· to allow children to choose/develop their dominant hand.
· to explore and have the opportunity to develop a comfortable grip using a variety of malleable materials and graphic tools.
· to model anti-clockwise circles.
· to model lines from top to bottom.
· to model left to right orientation.
· to model correct pencil hold 
· to practise correct letter formation
· to develop a conventional tripod pencil grip.
· to produce a controlled line which supports letter formation.
· to rehearse letter writing in the air whilst teacher demonstrates and gives verbal instructions, in line with Little Wandle: Letters and Sounds Revised scheme.
· to write letters using the correct sequence of movements.
· to space and regulate letters and words.
· to write from left to right and top to bottom of the page.
Throughout Reception:
· Consolidate the correct formation of digits 0 – 9 
· To develop core strength when writing by sitting correctly at a table.
· To develop handwriting fluency through regular practise of the formation of lower-case and upper case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place in line with Little Wandle: Letters and Sounds Revised.
· to begin to form lower case letters of the correct size relative to one another 
· To use spaces between words


Reception Autumn 1:
[image: A close up of a chart

Description automatically generated][image: A page of a book with pictures of animals

Description automatically generated]
[image: A chart of animals and letters
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Reception Autumn 2:
[image: A chart of letters and numbers

Description automatically generated][image: A close up of a letter

Description automatically generated][image: A cartoon of a person holding a toy
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Capital Letter formation:
[image: A screenshot of a text
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Year 1
Throughout Year 1:
· to consolidate a conventional tripod pencil grip.
· to continue to consolidate and further develop fluency of the accurate formation of lower-case and uppercase letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place in line with Little Wandle: Letters and Sounds Revised
· to consistently form lower case letters of the correct size relative to one another 
· to practise handwriting in conjunction with spelling and independent writing
Year 2
Year 2 autumn and spring terms:	
· to consolidate size, proportion, spacing and legibility of all lower- and upper-case letters.
· to practise handwriting in conjunction with spelling and independent writing, ensuring correct letter orientation, formation and proportion
Year 2 summer 1: 
· Letter formation of all lowercase letters to be taught in order: 
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Year 2 Summer 2:
· Practise joining easy letters to each other in order for children to demonstrate they are able to use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join some letters:
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Year 3 Autumn 1:
· Revisit all basic letter formations and easy joins learnt in Year 2, allowing for more time to be given to any aspects of formation that may require additional practise in order to secure pupil fluency
· Consolidate easy words join using examples such as below:
[image: ]
Year 3 Autumn 2:
· Moving onto practising joining harder letters:
[image: ]      to easy letters 
Year 2 Summer 1:
· Practise joining hard letters:
[image: ]to all other easy and hard letters.




Throughout Year 4:
· to build up speed and continue to consolidate consistency in size, proportion, fluency and spacing between letters and words.
· to use a range of presentational skills, e.g. print script for captions, sub-headings and labels; capital letters for posters, title pages and headings etc. 
Throughout Year 5:
· to continue to consolidate consistency in size, proportion, fluency and spacing between letters and words.
· to revise all rules for joining.
· to develop fluency and speed of own style.
· to use joined handwriting for all writing except where other special forms are required.
· to know when to use:
· a clear neat hand for finished, presented work.
· informal writing for everyday informal work, rough drafting etc.
Throughout Year 6:
· to consolidate and develop individual fluent and legible style.
· to learn to write in differing scripts e.g. italic
· to use scripts appropriately for different purposes.
· to continue progress in joining by observing different features affecting neatness.
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Open your mouth into a little smile;
make your tongue flat and move it
up towards the top of your mouth
to say k k k

Down the kite, up and across, back
and down to the corner.

kite
Open your mouth into a little smile, | c Curl round the heel of the sock
make your tongue flat and move it | k Down the sock, up and across,
up towards the top of your mouth | back and down and to the corner.
tosaycce
Catchphrase: Rock that sack!
sock

elephant

Open your mouth wide and say
cee

Around the elephant’s eye and
down its trunk.
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¥

Open your mouth wide and say
uuu

Down and around the umbrella,
stop at the top and down to the
bottom and flick

umbrella
Show me your teeth to make a From the cloud to the ground, up
rrerr sound rrerr rreer the arch and over the rainbow.
rainbow
Open your mouth and breathe out | Down, up and over the helicopter
E | i sharply h h h
helicopter

b b

&

bear

Put your lips together and say b as
you open them b b b

Down bear’s back, up and round
his big tummy.
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flamingo

Open your lips a little; put your
teeth on your bottom lip and push
the air out to make the sound fffff

Sff

Down the flamingo’s neck, all the
way to its foot, then across its
wings.

lollipop

Open your mouth a little; put
your tongue up to the top of your
mouth, behind your teeth, and
press LLLLL LLLLL

All the way down the lollipop.
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Grapheme and mnemonic Picture card Pronunciation phrase Formation phrase

Pucker your lips and show | All the way down the
your teeth use your tongue | jellyfish. Dot on its head.
as yousayjjj

Jellyfish
Put your teeth against your | Down to the bottom of the
bottom lip and make a volcano and back up to the

' bussng wweww ey |10p.
volcano

wave

Pucker your lips and keep
them small as you say w
ww

From the top of the wave
to the bottom, up the wave,
down the wave, then up
again.

J

\Y
W
X

Mouth open, then push the
eslx sound through as you
close your mouth cs cs cs
ox)

Start at the top, then across
to the bottom of the box.
Start at the top, then across
10 the bottom of the box.
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Yoyo

Smile, tongue to the top of
your mouth, say y without
opening your mouth yyy

Down and round the yo-yo,
then follow the string round.

N

7

zebra

Show me your teeth and
buzz the z sound zzzzz
zzzzz

Zip across, zag down and
across the zebra.
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| Pucker your mouth,
then open i as you say

qu qu qu

)

g€ i

queen

| Round the queen’s face, up

to her crown, down her robe
with a flick at the end.

qu Quick, its the queen!
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Letter | Capital letter formation phrase
A | From the top, diagonally down to the left, up to the top, diagonally down to the right. Lift up.
and across.

From the top, down, back to the top. Round to the middle, round to the bottom.
From the top, curl around to the left to sit on the line.
From the top, down, back to the top. Curve right, down to the bottom.

From the top, down, back to the top. Across, back. Lift up and across the middle. Lift up and
across the bottom line.

From the top, down, back to the top. Across, back. Lift up and across the middle.
From the top, curl around to the line, carry on up, then straight down. Lift up and across.

From the top and down. Space. From the top and down. Lift up and join the lines across the
middle.

From the top to the bottom and stop.

From the top, all the way down, then short curl to the left

From the top, down, up to the middle. Diagonally up, back and diagonally down to the line.
From the top, down and across the line

From the top, down, back to the top. Diagonally down, diagonally up. Straight down to the line.

mlolo|le

-

I|o

From the top, down, back to the top. Diagonally down, then straight up to the top.
From the top — all around the o.

From the top, down then back up. Curve right to halfway down.

From the top — all around the o. Lif off. Short line diagonally down.

From the top, down, then back up. Curve right to halfway down. Diagonally down to the line.
From the top, under the snake’s chin, slide down and round its tail.

From the top, down and stop. Lift up and from the left, make a line across the top.

From the top, down and curve right, then straight up to the top.

From the top diagonally right to the bottom, then diagonally up to the top.

From the top diagonally right to the bottom, diagonally up to the top, diagonally down to the
line, then diagonally up again.

X | From the top, diagonally right to the bottom. Space. Start at the top, then diagonally left to the
bottom.

Y| From the top diagonally right to the middle. Space. From the top diagonally left to the middle
Straight down to the bottom.

Z | From the top go across, diagonally down to the left and across the bottom.

s|<|c|aw|= o <o z|z|r|~||-
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Joinito other letters: il it ie ic io ia id in im

Join I to other letters: L UL It lu Lo le Lo la Id Im

Joint to other letters: fi #l i tu tw te tc to ta th
Join u to other letters: wi ul ut we wc wo wa ud un um uh
Join w to other letters: mi wl wk memwo wa wn wh

Join e to other letters: oi el ot eu ow 22 ec 20 2a od en em
Join c to other letters: ci <l <t cu ce co ca ch

Join o to other letters: oi ol of ou ow 02 oc 0o oa od on om oh
Join a to other letters: ai al at au aw a2 ac ad an am ah
Join d to other letters: di dl du de do da dd

Join n to other letters: ni nl nt nu ne no na nd nn

Join m to other letters: mi mu me mo ma mn mm
Join h to other letters: hi ht hu he ho ha hn
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\LETTERS AND |
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REVISED
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image3.png
Grapheme and mnemonic

Picture card

Pronunciation phrase

Formation phrase

snake

Show your teeth and and let the s
hiss out ssssss ssssss

Under the snake's chin, slide down
and round its tail.

astronaut

Open your mouth wide and make
the a sound at the back of your
mouth aa a

Around the astronaut’s helmet and
down into space.

S S
a a
bt

tiger

Open your lips; put the tip of your
tongue behind your teeth and press
trt

From the tiger’s nose to its tail,
then follow the stripe across the
tiger.
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Bring your lips together, push them
open and say p p p

Down the penguin's back, up and
around its head.

B penguin
Pull your lips back and make the i | Down the iguand’s body, then draw
& ° sound at the back of your mouth | a dot [on the leafl at the top
iguana
Open your lips a bit, put your Down the stick, up and over the
tongue behind your teeth and net.
l n make the nnnnn sound nnnnn
net

Put your lips together and make
the mmmmm sound mmmmm

Down, up and over the mouse’s

ears, then add a flick on the nose.
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duck

Put your tongue to the top and
front of your mouth and make a
quick d sound d d d

Round the duck’s body, up to its
head and down to its feet.

goat

Give me a big smile that shows
your teeth; press the middle of your
tongue to the top and back of your
mouth; push your tongue down
and forward to make the g

sound g g g

Round the goat’s face, up o his
ear; down and curl under his chin.

octopus

Make your mouth into round shape
andsay 0 0 0

All around the octopus.

Open your mouth into a little smile;
make your tongue flat and move it
up towards the top of your mouth
tosaycce

Curl around the cat.





